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What does this do?
Differentiated learning is the idea that there are diverse learners who differ from one another in terms of their cognitive abilities, 
background knowledge and learning preferences. The understanding the range of ability levels and learning needs of students 
can be used by educators to create or adjust their learning spaces to more closely align with and accommodate the particular 
needs of a particular cohort of students.

How can it help?
Educators can put the idea of differentiated learning into practice by creating opportunities for their students to use the learning 
space in a way that is effective and meets their individual needs.

An example in practice
The Australian Science and Mathematics School support differentiated learning by providing a range of spatial configurations 
within the learning spaces. Once students have been assigned a task, they are given the choice of where they can complete the 
task. This can include working at a desk, at the computer hub, or while sitting on beanbags. Students can also choose whether 
they wish to work collaboratively in a space designed for this purpose or independently in their preferred space.

Where can I find this?1

Example of two schools that have engaged in differentiated learning through their 
classroom design space:
North Melbourne Primary School in Victoria, Australia: 
https://www.northmelbourneps.vic.edu.au/learning/flexible-learning/
Summit Preparatory Charter High School, California, United States: 
https://www.edutopia.org/video/flexible-classrooms-making-space-personalized-
learning
[Correct as at 29 April 2020]. 
To learn more about differentiated learning in learning spaces, see T0023 - A Day 
in the Life of a Student Workshop.

1. All Spatial Transition Pathway ‘Strategies and Tools’ are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non 
Commercial 4.0 International License and available from iletc.com.au
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