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What does this do?

Communities of Practice (CoP) are groups of people who share an interest and engage with each other about the same real-life
problems or issues, and together learn more about the problem and from each other'. In the education context, CoPs may be
formed by a group of educators who share their practice, support each other, learn from one another, and increase their skills
together.

How can it help?

Educators create CoPs who with other colleagues share an interest in effective teaching in innovative learning environments. As
a group they can discuss the design process, selection of furniture and equipment, and co-teaching methods. Being part of a
CoP will allow educators to learn from stories and experiences of colleagues to further develop and advance their own practice
as well as find a supportive group of people who can help them navigate issues related to teaching in an innovative learning
environment.

An example in practice

West Ryde Public School in Sydney, Australia created a futurefocused CoP, called the “Co-Teaching Network”, to enable their
educators to come together, share ideas, and support each other as they transition into an innovative learning environment. The
team visited schools around Sydney to see different learning spaces and observe other educators’ practices. The team meets
once every term. West Ryde Public School has implemented this in their school not only to encourage collaboration between
educators but also to allow educators who are at different stages of the transition process to provide different perspectives,
stories, and experiences.

Where can | find this??

Further information about CoP is available via https://www.bastow. Communities of
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vic.edu.au/leadership-initiatives/communities-of-practice.

An additional example around how a rural school in Victoria,

Australia implemented CoP in their school can be found via
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Part of the Victorian Government's Education State vision is a Communities of Practice (CoP) approach
where networks and system leaders share knowledge, experience and resources.
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