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What does this do?
Project Zero’s Thinking Routines Toolbox, developed by Harvard University, makes extensive use of learning routines that are 
thinking rich. A routine can be thought of as any procedure, process, or pattern of action that is used repeatedly to manage and 
facilitate the accomplishment of specific goals or tasks. These routines are simple structures, for example a set of questions or 
a short sequence of steps, that can be used across various grade levels and content. What makes them routines, versus merely 
strategies, is that they get used over and over again in the learning space so that they become part of the learning culture. The 
routines become the ways in which students go about the process of learning and can be used in conjunction with particular 
learning space configurations.

How can it help?
A routine can be used in specific learning settings to ensure students achieve specific goals or learning outcomes. For instance, 
when using ‘Think Puzzle Explore’, educators can set up the learning space for individual learning, which allows students to 
individually engage in deeper inquiry. For the ‘Question Starts’ routine, the learning space can be arranged to accommodate 
collaboration between students. As students become familiarised with the routines and learning settings that go with each routine, 
it provides a shared language about the various ways students learn and engage in innovative learning environments.

An example in practice
Thinking routines, particularly ‘See, Think, Wonder’,  have been used by Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences in New South 
Wales, Australia, to engage students in learning within the museum environment. These routines are applied to ensure that 
students are achieving their learning objectives in specific programs held in different settings within the museum. The routines, 
used with pictures or photographs and other artefacts such as poems or scientific experiments, engage students with the contents 
within a specific learning setting.

Where can I find this?1

The full suite of Thinking Routines are available via 
https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines
[Correct as at 06 May 2020].

1. All Spatial Transition Pathway ‘Strategies and Tools’ are licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0 International License and available from iletc.com.au
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